\ 


Advertiſement. 


ks 4 


x. ; 


Fereas ſeveral Sermons of His 
| - Grace ] O HN late Lord Arche | 
biſhop of Canterbury, Imperfe&ly taken from 
Him in Short-hand , may be ſurreptitiouſly 
Printed: Thus ts to give Notice, That there 
z nothing of Fiis Grace's deſign'd for the Prefs 

at preſent ; ,and that when there AY 


be Advertiz d in the Gazette. 


\ 


Advertiſement. 


ks 4 


x. ; 


Fereas ſeveral Sermons of His 
| - Grace ] O HN late Lord Arche | 
biſhop of Canterbury, Imperfe&ly taken from 
Him in Short-hand , may be ſurreptitiouſly 
Printed: Thus ts to give Notice, That there 
z nothing of Fiis Grace's deſign'd for the Prefs 

at preſent ; ,and that when there AY 


be Advertiz d in the Gazette. 


THE FAY 


Lall Sermon 


Js GRACE 


JOH k. late Lord Arch- 


biſhop of CanTEr Burr. 
Preach'd before the 


Kinc and QUEEN 
" "RP 


White-Hall , February 25th, 1694. 


4 >> J 20 


Together with his Grace's 


SE kh M O N 
ON 
Phil. 3. 20. For our Converſation is in 
Heaven. 


I CO 


LOND O N: 

Printed for B. Aylmer at the Three Pigeons againſt. 

the Royal-Exchange in Cornbill; and W. Rogers 

at the Sun againlt St. Dunſtan's Church in 
Fleetffreet. MDCXCV. Price 6d. 


P = Wot Es : 


a 


THE : 


LASTSER MON 


OoOiis GRACE 


3 OH N Jate Lord Archbi- 
ſhop of Canterbury. 


% 


T7 17. IK -% 
To ſpeak evil of uo man. 
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FEneral Perſuaſives to Repen- 
2> tance and a good Life , and 
Th Invedtives againſt Sin and 
Wickedneſs at large, are cer- 
tainly of good ule to recom- 
c 4 x mend Religion and Virtue, 
CO hg rt EL and to expoſe the deformity 
«i Wo VAAN YN 0 
/AMMNRN YA and danger of a Vicious 
courſe. But it muſt be ac- 
knowleged on the other hand, that theſe general 
Diſcourſes do not fo immediately tend to reform 
the Lives of men : Becauſe they fall among the 
Croud, but do not touch the Conſciences of pat- 
ticular Perſons, in ſo ſenſible and awakening a 
manner as when we treat of particular Duties and 
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Sins, and endeavour to put men upon the practice 
of the one, and to reclaim them from the other, 
by proper Arguments taken from the Word of 
God, and from the nature of particular Vertues 
and Vices. 

The general way is, as if a Phyſician , inſtead 

of applying particular Remedies to the Diltemper 
of his Patient, ſhould entertain him with a long 
diſcourſe of Diſeaſes in general, and of the plea- 
ſure and advantages of Health ; and earneſtly 
perſuade him to be well ; without taking his par- 
ticular Diſeaſe into conſideration, and preſcribing 
Remedies for it. 
Bur if we would effectually reform men , we 
muſt take to task the great and common diſorders 
of their Lives, and repreſent their faults to them 
in ſuch a manner as may convince them of the 
evil and danger of them , and put them upon 
the endeavour of a cure. 

And to this end T have pitched upon one of 
the common and reigning Vices of the Ape, Ca- 
tumny and Evil-ſpeaking ; by which men contract 
ſo much guilt to themſelves, and create ſo much 
trouble to others: And from which, it is to be 
feared, few or none are wholly free. For who 
he, ſaith the Son of Sirach, that hath not offended 
with his tongue ? Eccius. 19. 16. In many things, 
ſaith St. Fames, James 3. 2. we offend all: And if 
any man offend not in word, the ſame us a perfe&t may. 
But how few have attain'd to this perfection ? 
And yet unlcſs we do endeavour after it, and in 
ſome good meaſure attain it , all our pretence to 


Religion is vain : So the ſame Apoſtle tells us, 


James 1. 26. I” any man among you ſeemeth to be ve- 
ligious , and bridketh not his tongue , but deceiveth his 
021 heart, that man's Religion i vain. 


For 
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For the more diſtinct handling , of this Argu- 
ment, I ſhall reduce my Diſcourſe to theſe F;we 
Heads. 

Firſ#, T ſhall conſider the Nature of this Vice, 
and wherein it contiſts, 
 _ Secondly, I ſhall conſider the due extent of this 
* Prohibition, To [peak evil of no man. 

Thirdly , T ſhall ſhew the Evil of this practice, 
both in the Cauſes and Efe#s of it. : 

Fourthly, T ſhall add ſome further Conſiderati- 
ons to diſſuade men from ir. 

Fifthly, T ſhall give ſome Rules and Directions 
for the prevention and cure of it. 


I. I ſhall conſider hat this Sin or Vice of evil 
ſpeaking , here forbidden by the Apoſtle, us : wdwe 
Eragpnyav , not to defame and ſlander any man, 
not to hurt hs reputation, as the Etymology of the 
word doth import. So that this Vice confifts in 
ſaying things of others which tend to their dif- 
paragement and reproach, to the taking away or 
leſſening of their Reputation and good Name. 
And this, whether the things ſaid be true or not. 
If they be falſe, and we know it, then it is down- 
right Calumny 3 and if we do not know it , but 
take it upon the report of others, it is however a 
Slander; and fo much the more injurious, becauſe 
really groundleſs and undeſerved. . 

If the thing be true, and we know it to be ſo, 
yet it is a defamation, and tends to the prejudice 
of our neighbour's reputation : AHd it is a fault 
to ſay the evil of others which is true , unleſs 
there be ſome good reaſon for it beſides : Becauſe 
it is contrary to that charity and goodneſs which 
Chriſtianity requires, to divulge the faults of others, 
though they be really guilty of them , without 
necetlity or ſome other very good reaſon for it. | 
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| Again, It is Evil-ſpeaking and the Vice con- 
demn'd in the Text , whether we be the firſt Au- 
thors of an ill Report , or relate it from others ; 
becauſe the man that is evil ſpoken of is equally 
defam'd either way. | 

Again, Whether we ſpeak evil of a' man to his 
face , or behind his back : The former way in- 
deed ſeems to be theygmore generous, but yer is a 
great Fault, and thaf which we call reviling : The 
latter is more mean and baſe, and that which we 
properly call S/zndcr or Backbiting. 

And Laſtly, Whether it be done direQly and 
in expreſs terms, or more obſcurely and by way 
of oblique infinuarion ; whether by way of, down- 
right reproach , or with ſome crafty preface of 
commendation : For fo it have the effect to de- 
fame, the manner of addreſs does not much alter 
the caſe : The one may be more dextrous, but is 
not one jot lefs faulty : For many times the deep- 
eſt Wounds are given by thele ſmoother and 
more artificial ways of Slander ; as by asking 
queſtions, Have yo# not heard {o and [o of ſuch a 
man ? I ſay no more, I only ask the queſtion : Or by 
general intimations , that they are /oth to ſay what 
they have heard of ſuch a one , are very ſorry for it , 
and do not ot all belizve it, if you will believe them ; 
And this many times without telling the thing , 
but leaving you in the dark to ſuſpect the worlt. 
' - Theſe and ſuch like Arts, rhough they may 
feem to be tenderer and gentler ways of uſing 
mens reputation , yet in truth they are the moſt 
malicious and effeqtual methods of Slander; be- 
eauſe they cinfinuate ſomething that is much worfs 


' than is fad , and yer are very apt to create in 


unwary men a ftrong belief of ſomething that 


' is Very bad, © though they know not what it is. 
- Sd that it: matters not'in what faſhion a Slander 
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is dreſsd up , if it tend to defame a man and to 
diminiſh his Reputation, it is the Sin forbidden 
in the Text. | 

HI. We will confider the extent of this Prohibitt= 
on to ſpeak evil of no man 5 and the due bounds and 
limitations of it. Forit is not to be underſtood ab- 
ſolutely, to forbid us to ſay any thing concerning 
others that is bad. This in fome caſes may be 
neceſſary and our duty, and in ſeveral cafes vefy 
fit and reaſonable. :: The Queſtion is, In what - 
Caſes by the general Rules of Scripture and right 
Reaſon we are warranted to fay the evil of others 
that is true ? | 

In general, we are not todo this without great 
reaſon and neceflity ; as, for the prevention of 
ſome great evil, or the procuring of ſome conſji- 
derable good to our ſelves, or others. And this 
] take to be the meaning of that advice of the 
Son of Sirach, Eccl. 19. 8. Whether it be to a friend 
er a foe , talk not of other mens lives ; and if thou 
canſt without offence reveal them not ; that is, if 
without hurt to any body thou canſt conceal 
them, divulge them not. 

Bur becauſe this may not be direction ſufficient, 
I ſhall inftance in. ſome of the principal Caſes 
wherein men are warranted to ſpeak evil of 
others, and yet in ſo doing do not offend againſt 
this Prohibition in the Text. ; 


Firſt, Tt is not only lawful, but very commend- 
able, and many times our duty to do this in or- 
der to the probable amendment of the perſon of. 
whom evil is ſpoken. In ſuch a caſe we may tell 
a man of his Gs privately; or wherg it may: 
not be 1o fit for us to uſe that boldnefs and free- 
dom, we. may reveal his faults to one who is 
more fit and proper to reprove him, and —— 
Y Fs on, | ably 
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bably make no other 'uſe of this diſcovery but in 
order to his amendment. And this is ſo far from 
being a breach of Charity,that it is one of the beſt 
teſtimonies of it. For perhaps the party may not 
be guilty of what hath been reported of him, 
and then it 1s a kindneſs to give him the oppor- 
tunity of vindicating himſelf: Or if he be guilty, 
perhaps being privately and prudently told of it 
he w2y reform. In this Caſe the Son of Sirach 
adviſeth to reveal men's faults; Ecclzs. 19. 13, 14, 
If. Admontſh a friend, {ays he, it may be he hath not 
done it ; and if. he have done it, that he do it no more : 
Admoniſh a friend, it may be he hath not ſaid it ; and 
if he have, that he ſpeak it not again: Admoniſh a 
friend, for many times it is a ſlander 5 and believe not 
every tale, 

But then we muſt take care that this be done 
out of kindneſs, and that nothing of our own 
pallion be mingled with it ; and that under pre- 
tence of reproving and reforming men, we do 
not reproach and revile them, and tell them of 
their faults in ſuch a manner as if we did it to 
ſhew our authority rather than our charity. It re- 
quires a great deal of addreſs and gentle applica- 
tion ſo to manage the buſineſs of Reproof, as 
not to irritate-and exaſperate the perſon whom 
we reprove, inſtead of curing him. | 
Secondly, This likewiſe is not only lawful, but 
our duty, when we are legally called to bear wit- 
nels concerning the fault and crime of another. 
A. good man would not be an accuſer, unleſs 
the publick good, or the prevention of ſome 
great evil ſhould require it. And then the plain 
Treaſon of the thing will ſufficiently juſtifie a vo- 
luntary* accuſation : otherwiſe it hath always a- 
mong well-manner'd People been eſteemed very 
odious for a.man to be offigious in this kind, _ 
a for- 
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a forward Informer concerning the miſde- 
meanors of others. Magiſtrates may ſometimes 
think it fit to give encouragement to ſuch perſons, 
and to ſet one bad man to catch another, becauſe 
fuch men are fitteſt for ſuch dirty work : Bur 
they can never inwardly approve them, nor will 
they ever make them their friends and confidents. 

But when a man is call'd to give teſtimony in 
this kind in obedience to the Laws, and out of 
reverence to the Oath taken in ſuch Caſes, he is 
ſo far from deſerving blame for fo doing, that it 
would be an unpardonable fault in him to con- 
ceal the truth, or any part of it. 

Thirdly, Tre is lawful to publiſh the faults of 
others in our own neceſſary defence and vindica- 
tion. When a man cannot conceal another's faults 
without betraying his own innocency, no chari- 
ty requiresa man to ſuffer himſelf to be defamed 
to ſave the feputation of another man. Chari 
begins at home; and though a-man had never ſo 
much goodheſs, he would firſt ſecure his own 
good ed tht be concern'd for other 
men's. We are to love our neighbour as our ſelves ; 
ſo that the love of our ſelves is the Rule and 
: Meaſure of our love to our neighbour : And 
_ therefore rf, otherwiſe it could not be the Rule. 

And it would be very well for the World, if our 
Charity would riſe thus high; and no man 
would hurt another man's reputation, but where 

his own 1s in real danger. 
 Fourtbly, This alfo is lawful for caution and 
warning to a third perſon, that is in danger to 
be infected by the company, or ill example of 
another ; or may be greatly prejudiced by repo- 
ſing too much confidence in him, having no 
knowledge or ſuſpicion of his bad-qualities : But 


even in this caſe we ought to take great care that 
> £2 the 
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the ill character we give of any man be ſpread 
no further than is neceſſary to the good end we 
deſigned in it. 

Beſides theſe more obvious and remarkable Ca- 
ſes, this Prohibition doth not I think hinder bur 
that in ordinary. converſation men may men- 
tion that ill of others which is already made as 
publick as it well can be: Or that one friend 
may not in freedom ſpeak to another of the 
miſcarriage of a third perſon, where he is ſecure 
no ill uſe will be made of it, and that it will go 
no further to his prejudice: Provided always, that 
we take no delight in hearing or ſpeaking ill of 
others: And the leſs we do it, though without 
any malice or deſign of harm, ſtill the better ; 
becauſe this ſhews that we do not feed upon ill 
reports and take pleaſure in them. 

Theſe are the uſual Caſes in whieh it may be 
neceſſary for us to ſpeak evil of other men. And 
theſe are ſo evidently reaſonable that the Prohi- 
bition in the Text cannot with reaſon be extended 
to them. And if no man would allow himſelf 
to ſay any thing to the prejudice of another 
man's good name, but in theſe and the like Ca- 
ſes, the tongues of men would be very innocent, 
and the World would be very quiet. I proceed 
in the | | 

_ HI. place to conſider the evil of this. praGice, 
both in the Cauſes and the Conſequences of it. 
' Firſt, We will conſider the Cauſes of it. And 
itcommonly ſprings from one or more of theſe 
evil Roots. 
Firſt, One of the deepeſt and moſt common 
| Cauſes of evil-ſpeaking is ili-nature and cruelty of 
ion : And by a general miſtake I-nature 
paſleth for Wir, as Cunning doth for Wiſdom ; tho 
in truth they are nothing a-kin to one another, 
but as far diſtant as Vice and Vertue. And 
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And there \is no greater evidence of the bad 
temper of Mankind, than the general pronenefs 
of men to this Vice. For ( as our Sawwuur ſays ) 
out of the abundance of the heart the mouth ſpeaketh. 
And therefore men do commonly incline to the 
cenſorious and uncharitable ſide : which ſhews 
humane Nature to be ſtrangely diſtorted from 
its original recitude and innocency. "The Wit 
of Man doth more naturally vent it felf in Satyr 
and Cenfure, than in Praiſe and Panegyrick. 
When men ſet themſelves to commend, it comes 
hardly from them, and not without great force 
and / ertr mh and if any thing be fitly ſaid in 
that kind, it doth hardly reliſh with moſt men : 
But in the way of Iwve&:ie, the Invention of 
men 1s a Mlenciful and never-failing Spring: And 
this kind of Wit is not more eafie than it is ac- 
ceptable: Ir is greedily entertained and greatly 
applauded, and every man. 1s glad to hear others 
| abuſed, not conſidering how ſoon it may come. 
to his own turn. to lie down and make ſport for 
others. 

To ſpeak evil of others, is almoſt become the 
general entertainment of all Companies : And the 
great and ſerious buſineſs of moſt Meetings and 
Viſits, after the neceſſary Ceremonies and Com- 
plements are over, is to fit down and back-bite all ' 
the World. *Tis the Sawce of Converſation, and 
all Diſcourſe is counted but flat and dull which 
hath not ſomething of piquancy and ſharpneſs in 
it againſt ſome body. For men generally love 
rather to hear evil of others than good, and are 
ſecretly pleas'd with ill reports, -and drink them 
in with greedineſs and delight: Though at the 
fame time they have ſo much Juſtice, as to hats 
thoſe that propagate them ; and ſo much Wit, as 
to conclude that theſe very perſons will do the 


{fame 
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ſame ſor them in another Place and Company: 
But eſpecially, if it concerns one of another 


Party, and that differs from us in matters of Reli-. 
gion; in this Caſe, all Parties ſeem to be agreed. 


that they do God great ſervice in blaſting the Re- 


putation of their Adverſaries: And tho they all 
pretend to be Chriſtiams, and the Diſciples of Him 


who taught nothing but kindneſs and meekneſs and 
charity { yet it is ſtrange to ſce with what a ſalvage 
and murderous difpolition they will flie at one a- 
nother's Reputation and tear it in pieces : And 
what-ever other Scruples they may have, they make 
none to beſpatter one another in the moſt bitter 
and flanderous manner, | | 

But if they hear any good of their Adverfaries, 
with what nicety and caution do they receive it? 
how many objections do they raife againſt it ? 
and with what coldneſs do they at lait admit it? 
E is wery well, lay they, if it be true: T ſhall be glad 
fo bear it confirm'd. T never heard ſo much good of him 
before. You are a good man your ſelf, but have a care 


you be not decerved. 
Nay its well, if to balance the matter, and ſet 


things even, they do not clap ſome infirmity and 


fault into the other Scale, that ſo the Enemy may ' 


not go off with flying Colours. 2 tl 8 

But on the other 11de, every man is a good and 
ſubſtantial Author of an ill Report. I do not ap- 
ply this to any one ſort of men, though all are 
to blame in this way ; Iracos imtra muros peccatur , 


' & extra. To ſpeak impartially, the Zealots-of all 


Parties have got a ſcurvy Trick of lying for the 
Truth. : | 

But of all forts of People, I have obſerved the 
Prieſts and Bigots of the Church of Rome to be the 
ableſt in this way, and to have the ſtrongeſt Faith 


for a luſty Falſhood and Calumny.. Others will 
bandy 
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bandy a falſe Report, arid toſs it from one hane 
to another ; but I never knew any that would ſo 
hug a Lye and be fo very fond of it. They ſeem 
to be deſcribed by St. obs in that expretiiia if 
the Revelation , oever loveth and maketh a-lye: 

Another ſhrewd ſign that iIL-nature lies at the 
root of this Vice is, that we eaſily forget the good 
that is ſaid of others, and ſeldom make mention 
of it ; but the contrary ſticks with us, and lies up- 
permoſt in our memories, and is ready to come 
out upon all occaſions : And which is yet more 
ill-natur'd and unjuſt , many times when we do 
not believe it our felves we tell it to others, with 
this charitable Caution, That we hope it # not true. 
But in the mean time we give it onr Paſs, and ven- 
ture it to take its fortune to be believed or not, 
according to the charity of thoſe into whoſe hands 
It comes. | 

Secondly, Another Cauſe of the commonneſs of 
this Vice is, that many are fo bad themſelves, in 
one kind or other. For to think and ſpeak ill of 
others is not only a bad thing, but a ſign of a bad 


man. Our Bleſſed Saviour, peaking of the evil 


of the laſt days , gives this as the reaſon. of the 
great decay of Charity among men ; Becauſe ini- 
quity ſhall abound , the Lowe of many ſhall wax cold, 
Matth. 24. 12. When men are bad themſelves, 
they are glad of any opportunity to cenſure others, 
and are always apt to ſuſpe& that evil of other 
men which they know by themſelves. They can- 
not have a good opinion of themſelves, and there- 
fore are very unwilling to have ſo of any body 
elſe; and for this reaſon they endeavour to bring 
men to a level, hoping it will be ſome juſtificati- 
on of them if they can but,render others as bad 
as themſelves. 

Thirdly, Another ſource of this Vice is a | 
= and 
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5nd Revenge. When men are in Heat and Paſlion 
tity do not conſider what is true, but what is 
ſpiteful and miſchievous; and ſpeak evil of others 
in r&-nge of ſome injury which they have xre- 
CEIVEC. from them: And when they are blind:d 
by the: . Paſſions, they lay about them madly and 
at a vey "re, not much caring whether the evil 
they ſpe...., be true or not. Nay many are ſo De- 
with, as to invent and raiſe falſe Reports on pur-- 
pole to blaſt mens Reputation. This is a Dzabo- 
fcal temper, and therefore St. Fames tells us that the 
flanderous Tongue « ſet on fire of Hell: And the 
Devil hath his very Name from Calumny and falſe 
Accuſation ; and it is his Nature too, for he is 
always ready to ſtir up and foment this evil ſpi- 
rit among men : Nay, the Scripture tells us that he 
hath the malice and impudence to accuſe good 
men before God ; as he did Fob, charging him 
with Hypocriſie to God himfelf ; Who, he knows, 
does know the hearts of all the children of men. 
Fourthly, Another Cauſe of evil-ſpeaking is Envy. 
Men look with an evil eye upon the good that is 
in others, and think that their Reputation ob- 
{cures them, and that their commendable qualities 
do ſtand in their light ; and therefore they do 
what they can to caſt a cloud over them, that the 
bright ſhining of their Vertues may not fcorch 
them. This makes them greedily to entertain, and 
induſtriouſly to publiſh any thing that may ſerve 
to that purpoſe, thereby to raife themſelves upon 
the Ruins of other men's Reputation : And there- 
fore as ſoon as they have got ar: ill Report of any 
good man by the end, to work they preſently go 
© ſend it abroad by the firlt Pot : For the ſtring 
1s always ready upon their Bow to let fly this Ar- 
row with an incredible ſwiftneſs , through 4-4 
and Country ; for fear the innocent man's juſtifi- 
cation ſhould over-take it. Fifthly 
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Fifthly, Another Cauſe of evil-ſpeaking is Impertg 
ence and Curioſity ; an itch of talking and medlii. . 
itt the affairs of other Men , which do nowiſe &n- 
cern them. © Some perſons love to mingle tn Aves 
in all butineſs, and are loth to ſeem ignorar* 8 fo 
important a PLCCC of News as the faults and ', Fes of 
men, or any bad thing that is ralk'd of PF good 
Company. ' And therefore they do with gar care 
pick up ill Stories , a5 good macter of diſcourſe in 
the next Company that 15 worthy of them: And this 
perhaps' not cur of any great malice, but for want 
of ſomething better to talk of, and becauſe their 
Parts hie chiefly that way. Cs 
Laſtly, Mcn do this many times out of wantorreſs 
and for diverſion. So little do light and vain men 
conſider, that a man's Reputation is too great and 
tender a Concerntnent to be jeſted withal ; and that 
a ſlanderous Tongue bires like a Serpent, and wounds 
| like a Sword. For what can be more barbarous, next 
to ſporting with a man's Life , than to play with 
his Honour and Reputation , which to ſome men 
is dearer to them than their Lives ? 

It is a cruel pleaſure which ſome men take in 
worrying the Reputation of cthers much better 
than themſelves ; and this only to divert themſelves 
and the Company. Solemen cotnpares this fort of 
men to diſtracted perſons ; As a mad man, faith he, 
who cafteth fire-brands, arrows, and death, ſo zs the man 
that decerveth his neighbour 5 the LXX. render it, $6 
ws the man that defameth his neighbour , and ſaith, Am 
I not in ſport ? Such, and fo bad are the Cauſes of 
this Vice. I proceed to conſider, in the | 

Second place, the ordinary, but very pernicious 
Conſequences and Effefs of it 5 both to Othcrs, and 
tO our Sehkves. 

Firſt, To Others ; the Parties I mean that- are 
fandered, To them it = AY a great 7; 

| and . 
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and commonly a high Prowecation, but always mat- 
ter. of no {mall grief and 7rouble to them. - 
It is certainly a great mjury, and ifthe evil which 
we ſay of them be not true, it is an injury beyond 
imagination,and beyond all pofiible reparation. And 
though we ſhould do our utmoſt endeavour after- 
wards towards their Vindication, yet that, makes but 
very little amends ; becauſe the Vindication ſeldom 
eacheth ſo far as the Reproach, and becaufe com- 
monly men are neither ſo forward to ſpread the Vin-. 
dication, nor 1s it fo eafily received after ill impreſ- 
ſions are once made. The folicitous Vindication of a 
mans {:;{i is, at the beſt, but an after-game ; and for 
the moſt part a man had better fit ſtill, than to run the 
hazard of making the matter worſe by playing it. 
I viill add one thing more , That it 1s an Injury 
that deſcends to a man's Children and Poſterity ; 
becauſe the good or ill Name of the Father is deri- 
ved down to them ; and many times the beſt thing 
he bath to leave them is the Reputation of his un- 
 Bleraiſh'd Virtue and Worth : And do we make no 
. Conſcience to rob his innocent Children of the beſt 
pai't of this ſmall Patrimony, and of all the kindneſs 
that would have been done them for their Father's 
ſake, if his Reputation had not been fo undeſerved- 
Iy ſtaind ? Is it no Crime by the breath of qur 
mouth at once to blait a man's Reputation, and to 
_ ruin his Children, perhaps to all Poſterity 2 Can we 
make a jeſt of ſo ſerious a matter ? Of an Injury ſo 
very hard to be repented of as it ought, becauſe in 
{uch a Caſe no Repentance will be acceptable with- 
out Reſticution, it it be in our power. And perhaps 
it wilt undo us in this World to make it; and if 
we do it not, will be our Ruin in the other. 
I will put the Caſe at the beſt, that the matter of 
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great harm and damage to him. And it is'greatiodds 
but the matter by palling through ſeveral hands is. 
aggravated beyond truth , every -one out of his 
bounty being apt to add ſomething to it. | | || 
But, beſides the Injury, it is commonly a yery: 
high Propocaticon. And the conſequence of that-may 
be as bad as we can imagine, and 'may end in dans 
gerous and deſperate Quarrels. This reaſon the-wiſo 
Son of Sirach gives why. we ſhould defame no-man: 
Whether it be, iy he, to a friend or to a fac, talk not of 
ether mcns lives, For he hath heard and obſerved thee , 
Eccli.19.8,9. that is, one way or other it will proba» 
bly come to his knowledge, and ben the time cotzeth 
he will jhew hw hatred ; that 1s, he will take the fir 
OPPOrtunity to revenge It. th 
At the beſt, itis always matter of Grief to the per+ 
fon that is defam'd : And Chriftianity, which is the 
beſtnaturd Iiftitation in the World, forbids us the do- 
ing of thoſe rhings whereby we may grieve one anc 
ther. A man's good name is a tender thing, and a 
wound there ſinks deep into the ſpirit even of a wile 
and gocd man ! And the more innocent any man 
is in this kind, the more ſenfible is he of this hud 
nfage ; becauſe he never treats others ſo, nor is he 
conſcious to himfelf that he hath deſerved it. 
Secondly, "The Conſequences of this Vice are as 
bad or worſe to our ſelves, Whoever is wont to ſpeak 
evil of others, gives a bad charafter of himſelf, even 
to thoſe whom he deſires to pleaſe ; who, if they be 
wie enough, will conclude that he ſpeaks of them 
to others,as he does of others ta them : And were it 
not for that fond partiality which men have for them- 
ſelves, no man could be fo blind as not to ſee this. 
And it is very well worthy of our conſideration; 
Which qQur Sawieur ſays in this very Caſe, Thar with 
what meaſure 29e meet to-others; it ſhall be meaſured to ns 
.agam; Matth7. and that many! times heaped wp;and 
running over; | For there 15 WIEN thing wberein 
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Mankind ds uſe more ftridt juſtice and equality,than 
mn rendering evil for evil, and railing for railing. 

. Nay, Revenge often goes further than Words. A 
reproachful and ſlanderous Speech hath coſt many a 
mana' Dwel, and in that the loſs of his own Life, or 
the Murther of another, perhaps with the lofs of his 
ewn Soul: And I have often wonder'd that among 
Chriſtians this matter is no more laid to heart. 

And tho neither of thefe great miſchiefs fhould 
happen to us, yet this may be inconvenient .enough 
many other ways. For no man knows in the chance 
of things,and the mutability of humane affairs, whoſe 
kindneſs and good-will he may come to ſtand in 
need of before he dies. So that did a man only con- 
ſult his own ſafety and quiet, he ought to refrain 
from evil-ſpeaking. What man s he, ſaith the Pſalmiſt, 
that deſreth life, and Ivveth many days, that he may ſee 
good: Keep thy tongue from evil, and thy lips from ſpeak- 
1g falſhood, Plal.34-12,13- 

. Bur there is aninfinitely greater Danger hangin 
-over us from God. If we allow our felves in this 
evil practice, all cur Religion is good for nothing. 
.So_ St. Fames exprelly tells us, If any man among you 
Jeemeth to be religiozms, and bridleth not bas tongue, but de- 
cerverh his own heart, that man's Religion us vain, Jam.r. 
26. And St.Paul puts Slanderers and Revilers amongſt 
thoſe that ſhall not inherit the kingdem of God. And our 
Bleſſed Saviour hath told us, That by our crds ve ſhall 
be juſtified , and by our words we ſhall. be condemmed, 
I Ccr.6.10. To which I will add the counſel given us 
by the Wi/e-man, Refrain your tongue from backbiting, for 
there 1 10 word ſo ſecret that ſhall go for nought, and the 
2outh that ſlandereth ſlayeth the Soul, Wildom of Solo- 
mon, c.I. v.iI. ITproceed in the 

IVth place;to add ſome further Arguments and Conſide- 
rations to take men a fr this Vice: As, 

Firſt, That the uſe of _-_ is a peculiar Preroga- 
tive of Man above other Creatures,and beſtowed up-. 
REL? £4 on 
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on him for ſome excellent end and purpoſe :'That 
by this Faculty we might communicate our thoughts 
more eafſjly to one another, and conſult together for 
our mutual comfort and benefit : Not to'enable us 
to be hurtful and injurious, but helpful andbeneficial 
to one another. The Pſalmiſt, as by Interpreters 1s gene- 
rally thought,calls our Tongue our Glory ; therewith we 
oraiſe God and bleſs Men. Now to bleſs is to ſpeak well 
of any, and to wiſh them well. So that we pervert 
the uſe of Speech and turn our glory into ſhame,when 
we abuſe this Faculty to the injury and reproach of any. 

Secondly, Conſider how cheap a kindneſs it is to 
ſpeak well, at leaſt not to ſpeak ill of any. A good 
word is an eaſe obligation, but not to ſpeak ill re- 
quires only our Silence,which coſts us nothing. Some 
inſtances of Charity are chargeable, as to reheve the 
wants and neceflities of others : The expence deterrs 
many from this kind of Charity. But were a man 
never ſo covetous, he might afford another man his 
good word ; at leaſt he might refrain from ſpeaking 
ill of him : eſpecially if it be conſider'd how dear 
many have paid fora ſlanderous and reproachful word: * 

Thirdly, Conſider that no quality doth ordinarily 
recommend one more to the favour and. good-will 
of men, than to be free from this Vice. Every one 
deſires ſuch a man's friendſhip, and is apt to repoſe 
a great truſt and confidence in him : And when he 
is dead, men will praiſe him; and next to Piety to- 
wards God, and Righteouſneſs to Men, nothing is 
thought a more ſignificant commendation, than that 
he was never , or very rarely heard to ſpeak ill of 
any. It was a ſingular Character of a Roman Gentle- 
man, Neſcivit quid eſſe: maledicere, he knew not what 
it was to grue any man an il word. 

Fourthly, Let every man lay his hand upon his 
heart, and conſider how himſelf is apt to be af- 
teted with this uſage. Speak thy Conſcience 2ſan, 


and ſay whether, as bad as thoy art, thou woulgdft 
| B 3 not 
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not be glad to have evety man's, eſpecially every 
good man's good word? Andto have thy faults con- 
eeald, and not to be hardly ſpoken of, though it 
may be not altogether without truth, by thoſe whom 
thou didſt never offend by word or deed ? But with 
what face or reaſon doſt thou: expe this from 
others, to whom thy carriage hath been fo contra- 
ry 2 Nothing ſurely is more equal and reaſ6nable 
than taat known Rule, What thou wouldſt have 1nd 
man do to thee, that do thou to nb van. 

 F:fihly, When you are going to ſpeak reproach- 
fully of others, conſider whether you do not lie 
open to juft reproach in the ſame, or ſome other 
kind. Therefote give no Occafioh, no Example of 
this barbarous uſage of ' one- another: 

[There are very few fo innocent and free either 
from infirmities or greater faults, a5 not ro be ob- 
nox10us to reproach: upon one account or other; 
even the wiſeſt, and moſt virtuous, and moſt per- 
fect among-men have: fome little vanity, or affecta- 
tion, which lays thent open to the failery of a mi- 
thical and malicious Wit : Therefore we ſhould of- 
ten turh our' thoughts upon our ſelves, and look in- 
to that part of the alles which men eommonty fling 
over their ſhoulders: and keep behind them, that they 
may not ſee theif own Faults: ' And whert we have 
fearched that. well; let us remember our Sawiour's 
Rwle, He that is without (im, let him caft the firſt ſtone. 
- Laſfth confider, That it is in many Cafesas great 
a Charity to conceal the evil you hear and know of 
others,” as if you relieved them? ih 4 great neceffity. 
And we think hitya hard-hedrtedman that will not- 
beſtow a frnall Alms npon 6ne in great want. It is 
an excellent Advice which the Son © of Sach gives 
to this purpoſe 3 Talk mot of other rhew's lives : Tf thou, 
b:ft heard a word, lot it die with thee; ahd be bold it 
ill not burſt thee,” Becks. 19. r6; TI ſhall in the 

* Vrh. and aft place, give [ome Rules and Dire&ions 
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for the. prevention and cure of this great evil among men. 
Firſt, Newer ſay any evil of any man, but what you 
certainly know. ' When ever you poſitively accuſeand 
endite any. man of any Crime, though it be in pri- 
vate and among Friends, ſpeak as if you wereuport 
your Oath, becauſe God ſees and hears you. Thisnot 
only Charity, but Juſtice and regard to truth do de- 
mand of us. He that eaſily credits an ill Reporrt 1s 
almoſt as faulty as the firſt inventer- of it. For tho 
you do not make, yet you commonly propagate a 
Lye. Therefore never ſpeak evil of any upon com- 
10 Fame, Which for the moſt part is falſe, but al- 
moſt always uncertain whether it be true or not. 
Notburt that it is a fault, in moſt Caſes, toreporc 
the evilof men which is true, and which we certainly 
know tobe ſo : Butif Icannot prevail to make men 
wholly to abſtain from this fault, I would be glad to 
compound with ſome Perſons, and to gain' this point 
of them however ; becauſe it would retrench nine 
parts in-ten of the evil-ſpeaking that is in the World: 
Secondly, Before you ſpeak evil of any man, conſi- 
der whether he hath not obliged you by fome real 
kindneſs, and then it is a bad return to ſpeak ill of 
him who hath done us good. Conſider alſo, whether 
you may not come hereafter to be acquainted with 
him, related to him, or obliged by him whom' you 
have thus- injured? And how will you then be a- 
ſhamed when you refle& upon it, and perhaps have 
reaſon alſo to believe that he to whom you have 
done this injury is not ignorant of it ? | 
Conſider likewiſe, whether in' the change of Hu- 
mane affairs,you may not ſfomne tine or other come 
to ſtand in need of his favour ; and how incapable 
this carriage of yours towards him will render you of 
it? And whether it may not be in his power to r-- 
yenge a ſpirefitl and needleſs word by a ſhrew1 
turn ? S6 that iP a'man made no conſcience of hutt- 
inp others,” yet he ſhould in- pradence have ſome 
conſideration of himſelf. B a - Th. 
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Thirdly, Let us accuſtom our ſelves to. pity the 
Faults of men and to be truly forry for them, and 
zhen we ſhall take no pleaſure jn publiſhing them. 
And this common Humanity requires of us, conſi- 
dering the great infirmities of humane Nature, and 
that we ourſelves alſo are liable to be tempted : Con- 
ſidering likewiſe, how ſevere a Puniſhment every 
Fault and miſcarriage is to it ſelf ; and how terribly 
it expoſeth a man to the wrath of God, both in this 
World and the other. He is nota gopd Chri/tian,that 
35 not heartily ſorry for the faults even of his greateſt 
Enemies ; and if he beſo, he wil! diſcover them na 
further than is neceſlary to ſome good end, - 

Fourthly, When-ever we hear any man evil-ſpoken 
of.if we know any good of him let us ſay har. It is 
always the more humane and the more honourable 
| part to ſtand up in the defence and vindication of 
others, than to accuſe and beſpatter them. Pofhibly 
the good you heard of them may not be trhe, but it 
15 much more prabable that the evil which you have 
heard of them is not true neither : However, it is 
better to preſerve the credit of a bad man, than to 
ftain the Reputation of the innocent. And if there 
were any need that a man ſhould be evil-fpoken of, 
It is but fair and equal that his good and bad Qua- 
lities ſhould be mention'd together ; otherwiſe he 
may be ſtrangely miſrepreſented , and an indiffe- 
rent Man may be made a Monſter. 

They that will obſerve nothing in a Wiſe man, 
bur his over-ſights and fpllies ; nothing in a Good 
man, þut his Pilings and infirmities ; may make a 
ſhift to render a very wiſe and good man very def: 
picable. If one ſhould heap together all the paſſto- 
nate Speeches all the froward and imprudent Actions | 
of the beſt Man ; all that he had ſaid or done amiſs 
in his whole Life, and preſent it all at one view,cor- 
ccaling his Wiſdom and Vertues ; the Man in this 
Viſguile would look like a Mad-r1an or a Fury: And 
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yet if his Life were fairly repreſented, and juſt in 
the ſame manner it was led ; and his many and 
great Virtues ſet over-againſt his failings and infir- 
mities,, he would appear to all the World to be an 
admirable and excellent Perſon. But how many and 
greatſoever any man's-ill Qualities are, it is but juſt 
that with all this heavy load of Faults he ſhould have 
the due praiſe of the few real Virtues that arein him. 
-- Fifihly,That you may not ſpeak ill of any, do not 
delight to hear ill of them. Give no countenance to 
Buſz-bodies, and thoſe that love to talk of other mens 
Faults : Or if you cannot decently reprove them be- 
cauſe of their Quality, then divert the diſcourſe 
ſome other way ; or if you cannot do that, b 
ſeeming not to mind it, you may ſufficientiy ſignify 
that you do not like it. | 

Sixthly, Let every man mind himſelf, and his own 
Duty and Concernment. Do but endeavour in good 
earneſt to mend thy ſelf, and it will be work enough. 
for one Man, and leave thee but little time to talk 
of others. When Plato withdrew from the Court of 
Dionyſaes,vvho would fain have had a famous Philoſe- 
pher for his Flatterer,they parted in ſome unkindneſs, 
and Diony/ires bad him not to ſpeak ill of him when 
he was return'd into Greece ; Plato told him, he had 
zo leiſure for it 5 meaning that he had better things 
to mind, than to take up his thoughts and talk with 
the faults of ſo bad a man, ſo notoriouſly known to 

all the World. 

. Laſtly, Let us ſet a watch before the door of our 
lips, and not ſpeak but upon: conſideration : I donot 
mean to ſpeak fmely, but firly. Eſpecially when ;thou. 
ſpeakeſt of others, conſider of whom, and what thou 
art going to ſpeak : Uſe great Caution and Circum- 
ſpection in this matter : Look well about thee ; on 
every ſide of the thing, and on every Perſon in the 
Company, before thy words ſlip from thee ; which 
when they are once out of thy lips, are for ever our 
of thy power, | | Not 
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. *Not that mien ſhould beiſullen in.company, and 
fay nothing; or ſo ſtiff in converſation, as to drop 
nothing but Aphiriſmis and Oracks: Eſpecially, among 
Equals and Friends, we ſhould not'be ſo referved as 
if we would have it taken for a mighty favour thar 
we vouchſafe to fay any thing. If a Man had-the 
underſtanding of an 4rgel; he muſt be contented to 
abate ſomething of this exceſs of Fi/dom, for fear of 
being thougtt Cu2nirg. The true Arcof Converſation, 
if any body can hit upon it, ſeems to be this; an 
appearing freedom and openneſfs,with a reſolute re- 
ſervednels as little appearing as is poſlible. | - 

All that I mean by this Caution 15, that we ſhould 
conſider well what we ſay;cſpecially of others. Andto 
this end we ſhould endeavour to get our minds fur- 
niſhed with matter of Diſcourſe concerning things 
eſctul in themſelves, and not hurtful to others: And, 
it we have but a Mind wiſeenough;and good enough, 
we may cafily find a Field large enough for innocent 
Converſation ; ſuch as will harm no body, and yet 
be acceptable enough to the better and witer part of 
Mankind : Ahd why ſhould ahy' one be atthe- coft 
of playing the fool to gratify any body whatfoever ? 
; TI have done with the Five things T propounded to 
fpeak to upon'this Argument: But becauſe hardly any 
thing can be fo clear, but —_— may be ſaid 
apainft it ; nor any thing ſo bad, but ſomething may 
be pleaded inexcuſe for it : Ihall therefore take:no- 
tice of two or three Pleas that may be made for it: 
©, Firſt, Some pretend _—_— injury and' provoca- 
tion. If in the ſame kind, it 1eems thou art fenſjble 
of it ; and therefore thou of all men oughteſt to 
abſtain frorh it : But-in what kind ſfoever ir be; the 
Chriſtian Religion forbids Revenge. Therefore do 
not plead one Sin in excuſe of. another, and: make 
Revenge an Apology for Reviling. . | 
. Secondly, Tris alledged by others, with a little better 
grace, that if this Dottrine were practiſed, Conver- 
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fation would be ſpoil'd, and there would notbe mat- 
ter enough for pleaſantdiſcourſe and entertainment. 

I anſwer, The deſign of this Diſcourſe is toredreſs 
a great evil in Converſation, and that I hope which 
mends it will not ſpoil it. And however, if men's 


Tongues lay a little more ſtill, and moſt of us ſpake 


a good deal tefs than we do, -borhof our ſelves 'and 
others, Iſee no great harm in it: I hope we might 
for all that livecomfortably and in good health;and 
ſee many good days. David, I am fore, preſctibes'it 
as an excelletit Receiv?, in his Opinion, for a quier; 
and cheerful, and long Life, to refrain from evils 
ſpeaking ; Pal. 34. 12, 13. What 1man i he thar defirert 
life, and Ioveth many days that he may ſee good ? Reepthy 
tongue from evil, and thy lips from ſpeaking falfhdod. 
But granting that there1s ſome pleafurein Invedevey 
T hope there is a preat deal more in Þ»orexte: And 
the more any man conſiders this, the truer he-wall 
find it; and whenever we areferious, weott ſelves 
cannot but acknowledge it. When a man examirtes 
himſelf impartially before the Sacrament , or spatirf 
mind upon a Death-bed to make reparation for Ih- 
juries done if1 this kind, he-will then certainfybeet + 
this mind and wiſh he had net donie thens. * Foe 
this certainly is one neceſſary qualification: for the 
Bleſſed Sacrament, that we be in love and charity with 
our neighbours 5 with which temper of mindthisqui- 
liry is utterly inconfiſtetic, oo 8 
* Thirdly, There is yet a thiofe ſpecious Plea that 65: 
ther of the former, that mefr will be encouraged to) 
do ill if hey can eſcape the tongues of men'; as they 
would do, if this Do&rine did effe&ttially take place : 
Becauſe by this means one great reff#int from doing 
evil would be takett away, WH theſe ood men 
who afe fo berit apor refortaing the World, think” 
would be great pity. For mafiy who will veriturenp-- 
on the difpleaſiie of God, willFet abftath from doing 
bad things for fear of reproath from Men : Befides, 
that 
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that this ſeems the moſt proper puniſhment of many 
Faults which the Laws of Men can take no notice of. 
 Admitting all this to. be true, yet it does not ſeeni 
ſo good and laudable a way to puniſh one Fault by 
another. Butlet no man encourage himſelf in an evil 
way with this hope; that he ſhall eſcape the cenſure of 
men: When I have ſaid all I can, there will, I fear, 
be evil-ſpeaking enough in the World to chaſtiſe 
them that do ill: And tho we ſhould hold our peace, 
there will be bad rongues enow to reproach men 
with their evil-doings. I wiſh we could but be per- 
ſuaded to make the Experiment for a little while , 
whether men would not be ſufficiently laſh'd for 
their Faults, tho we fate by and ſaid nothing. 

So that there is no need at all that good Men 
ſhould be concern'd in this odious Work. "There will 
always be Offenders and Malefaors enow tobe the 
Executioners to inflict this puniſhment upon one ano- 
ther. Therefore let no man preſume upon Impunity 
on the one hand ; and on the other, let noman de- 
{pair but that this buſineſs will be ſufficiently done 
_ one way or other, Tam-very much miſtaken, if we 
may not ſafely truſt an ill-natur'd Wofld that there 
will be no failure of Juſtice in this kihd. F 

And here, if I durft, T would fain have ſaid a word 
or two concerning that more publick ſort of 0bloquy 
by Lampoons and Libels , ſo much in faſhion in this 
witty Age. But I have no mind to provoke a very 
terrible ſort of men. Yetthus much I hope may be 
faid without offence, that how much ſoever men are 
pleas'd to ſee others abuſed in this kind, yet itis al- 
ways grievous when it comes to their own turn : 
However I cannot but hope that every man that 
impartially conſiders muſt own it to be a fault of a 
very high nature to revile thoſe whom God hath 
placed in Authority over us, and to ſlander the foot- 
ſteps of the Lord's Anointed : Eſpecially ſince it 1s ſo. 
expreſly written , Thou (balt not ſpeak evil of the Ru-. 
bers of thy People, Having 


Having repreſented the great evil of this Vice, 
ir might not now be improper to ſay fomething to 
thoſe who ſuffer by it. Are we guilty of the evil ſaid 
of us? Eet us reform, and cut off all occaſions for 
the future ; and fo turn the malice of our Enemies 
to our own advantage, and defeat their ill intenci- 
ons by making ſo good an uſe of it : And then it 
will be well for us to have been evil ſpoken of. 

Are we innocent? We may ſo much the better bear 
it patiently ; imitating herein the Pattern of our Bleſ- 
ſed Saviour, Who when he as reviled, reviled not again, 
but commitred himſelf to him that judgeth righteouſly. 

We may conſider-likewiſe, that tho it be a mil. 
fortune to be evil-ſpoken of, itis their fault that do 
it, and notours; and therefore ſhould not pur us in- 
to Paſſion , becauſe another man's being injurious 
to me is no good reaſon why I ſhould be uneaſy to 
my ſelf, We ſhould not revenge the injuries done to 
us, no not upon them thatdo them, much lefs upon 
our ſelves. Let no man's Provocation make thee to 
loſe thy Patience. Be not ſuch a fool, as to part 
with any one Virtue becauſe ſome men are ſo ma- 
licious as to endeavour to rob thee of the Reputa- 
tion of all the reſt. When men ſpeak ill of thee, 
do as Plato ſaid he would do in that caſe ; Live ſo, 
as that no body may believe them. 

All that now remains 1s to refle&t upon what hath 
been ſaid, and to urge you and my ſelf todo accord- 
ingly. For all is nothing, if we do not practiſe what 
we fo plainly ſee to be our Duty. Many are fo taken 
up with the deep Pomrs and Myſteries of Religion, 
that they never think of the common Duties and Off- 
ces of human Life. But Faith and a good Life are ſo far 
from claſhing with one another, that the Chriſtian 
Religion hath made them inſeparable. True Faith 1s 
neceſlary in order to a good Life, and a geod Life is the 
genuine produdt of a right Belief; and therefore the 
one never ought to be-preſsd tothe prejudice of the 
ether, | I fore- 


I foreſee what will be ſaid; becaufe Thave heard it 
ſo often ſaid in the like caſe ; that there is not ove word 
of Fejas Chriſt in all this, No more is there in the Texr. 
| And yer I hope that Feſas Chriſt is truly preach'd,, 
whenever his 31 and Laws, and the Duties enjoin'd: 
by the Chriſtian Religion are. inculcated upon us. 

' But ſome men. are pleaſed to ſay, that his is mere 
Morality: 1 an{wer, that this is Scripture-Morality and 
Chriſtian-Morality, and who hath any thing to ſay 
againlt :hat ? Nay ,.I will go yer further, that no 
man ought to pretend to believe the Chriſtian Rel:- 
gion, Who lives in the neglect of ſo plain a Duty ; 
and in the practice of a $i ſo clearly condemn'd 
by it, as this of evil-ſpeaking 15. | 

But becauſe the Ford of God is quick and powerful, 
gud ſharper than a4 two-edged Sword, yea ſharper than 
\ pA itfelf; and pierceth the very Hearts and Con- 
ciences of men, laying us open to our ſelves , and 
convincing us of our more ſecret as well as our 
more viſible Faults ; I ſhall therefore at one view 
repreſent to you what ;s diſperſedly ſaid concerning 
this Si in the Holy Word of God. 

| And I have purpoſely reſerved this to the laſt, be- 
cauſe it is more perſuatwe and penetrating than any 
Humane. Diſcourſe. And to this end be pleas'd to 
conſider in what company the Holy Ghoſt doth uſy- 

Ily mention this Si. There is ſcarce any black Cata- 
_ Sinsin the Bible but we find this among them; 
in the company of the very worſt 4#ions and moſt 
irregular Paſſions of men. Out of the heart, ſays our Sa- 
Viour, Matt. 15. 19. proceed evil thougbts, murders, adul- 
zeries, fornications, tk witneſs, evil ſpeakings. And th 
Apoſtle, Rom. 1.29. ranks backbiters with ?ornicators, = 
murderers; and haters of God ; and with thoſe of whom 
it 15 expreſly ſaid, x Cor. 6. 10, that they ſball not inhe- 
rit the Kingdom of God. 

_ And when he enumerates the Sins of he aſt times, 
2 Lim. 3. 2, 3. Men, ſays he, jhall be lcyers of then 
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ſelues, covetows, boaſters, i evil-{peakers, without natu- 
ral affettion, perfidious, falſe accuſers, 8c. And which is 
rhe | Baa of all; they-who are ſaid to be guilty of 
theſe great Vices and Enormities are noted by. the 
Apoſtle to be great.pretenders to Religion ; for ſoit 
follows in the next words,. Having 4 y of godlineſs, 
but denying the power thereof. SO that it is no new thing 
for men to make a more than ordinary. profeſlion 
of Chriſtianity, and yet at the ſame time to live in a 
moſt palpable contradiction to the Precepts- of that 
Holy Keligion : As if any pretence to Myſtery and I. 
know ngt what extraordinary attaimments 11 the, 
knowledge of Chriſt, ' could exempt men'from obe- 
dience to his Laws , and ſet them above the Ver- 
tues of a good Life. | EEE 

And now after all this, do we hardly think that to 
be a Sin, which is in Scripture fo frequently rank'd 
with Murther and Adultery and the blackeſt Crimes ; 
{uch as are inconſiſtent with the life: and power of 
Religion , and will certainly ſhut men our of the. 
Kingdom of God 2? Do we believe the Bible to be. 
the Word of God ? and can we allow our ſelves in. 
the common practice of a Si», than which there is 
hardly any Fault of mens Lives more frequently 
mention d, more ſeverely reprov'd, and more od1- | 
ouſly branded in that Holy Book. 

Conſider ſeriouſly theſe Texts, Pal. x 5. x. Who ſball 
abide iu thy Tabernacle, who ſhall dwell in thy holy Fill He 
that backbiteth not with his tongue, nor taketh up a reproach 
againſ} his neighbour. Have ye never heard what our - 
Saviour ſays, that" of every idle word we muſt give an ac- 
count in the day of Fudgment ; that by thy wards thou 
ſhalt be juſtified, and by thy words thou ſhalt be condenny'd ? 
What can be more ſevere than that of St. Fames ? 
If any man among you ſeemeth to bereligiaxs, and bridleth 
not hes tonrue, that man's Religion i am. 0 

To conclude: The Siz which Thave now warned 
men againſt, 1s, plainly-condemn'd by the: rd of 
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God ; and the Duty which T have now been perſua- 
ding you fo, is eaſy for every man to underſtand, 
not hard for any man, thatcan bur reſolve to, keep 
a good _ upon himſelf for ſome time, by the 
grace of God to practice ; and moſt reaſonable for 
all Me, but eſpecially for all Chriſtians, to obſerve. 
It is as eaſy as a refolnte ſilence upon juſt occaſion, as 
reaſonable as prudence and juſtice and charity, and the 
preſervation of peace and gcod-will among men, can 
make it ; and of as neceſſary and indiſpenſible an 
obligation, as the Authority of God can render any 
thing. 
on all which Conſiderations let us every one 
of us be perſuadedto take up David's deliberate Reſo- 
lution, P/al. 3 1. 1. I ſaid, Iwill take heed to my Trays, 
that Tcffend not with my tongue. And I do verily believe, 
that would we bur heartily endeavour to amend this 
one Fault, we ſhould ſoon be better Men in our 
-whole lives: Imean, that thecorre&ting of this Vice, 
together with thoſe that are nearly allied to it, and 
may at the ſame time, and almoſt with the fame reſo- 
lution and care be corrected, would make us Own- 
ers of a great many conſiderable Vertues, and carry 
us on a good way towards perfection ; irbeing hard- 
ly to be imagin'd that a man that makes conſcience 
of his Words ſhould not take an equal or a greater 
. Care of his 4#ions. And this T take to be both the 
true meaning, and the true reafon of that ſaying of 
* St. Fames, and with which I ſhall conclude : If any 
man offend not in Werd, the ſame 3 a perfe& man. 


New the God,of peace, who brought again from the dead 
our Lord Feſns Chriſt , the great Shepherd of the 
Sheep, through the blood of the everlaſting Covenant, 
make you perfett in every good word and work, to do 

he will z- werking in you ahvays that which is well- 
pleaſing in hs ſight , through TFeſus Chriſt ; To 
whom be: glory for ever,. Amer, F 
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For our Converſation ts in Heaven; 


; \OR the underſtanding of which words we 


need to look back no further than the 18 

verſe of this Chapter, where the Apoſtle with 

great vehemency and paſſion ſpeaks of foms - 

among the Philippians, who indeed profels'd Chriſti- 
anity but yet would do any thing to decline ſuffering 
for that profeſſion ; there are many that walk, - of 
whom 1 have told you often, and new tell' you ever 
weeping, that they are enemies to the Croſs of Chriſt 5 
they cannot endure to ſuffer with him and for him, 
they are to ſenſual and wedded to this world that 
they will do any thing to avoid perſecution ; ſo he 
deſcribes them in the next verſe, whoſe end 1s deſtru- ' 
tion, whoſe God is their belly, whoſe glory is in their 
ſhame, who miad earthly things. Now in oppoſition 
to theſe ſenſual and earthly-minded men the Apoſtle 
gives us the character of rhe true Chriſtians, they 
are fuch as mind Heaven and another world, and pre 
C fef 
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fer the hopes of that to all the intereſts of this life, 
our converſation 15 in Heaven. 

For the right underſtanding of which phraſe be 
pleated to oblerve, thar it is an alluſion to a City or 
Corporation, and to the privileges and manners of 
thoſe who are free of it. And Heaven is ſeveral 
times in Scripture repreſented to us under this notion 
of a City, It is faid of Abraham that he lookea for 
a City which hath foundations, whoſe bilder and maker 
is God, Heb. 11. 10. It 1s Called likewiſe the City 
of the living God, the heavenly Jeruſalem, Heb. 12. 22. 
And the fame Apoſtle {peaking of the uncertain con- 
dition of C hrittians in this world fays of rhem, that 
bere they have 70 CONtin1uns City, but look for Grit 
that 15 to come, Heb. Lo. 14- 

Now to this City the Apoſtle alludes here in the 
Text, when he ſays or converſation is in Heaven. 
For the word mairwaz, which 15s rendred converſa- 
tion, may either ſignifie the privilege of Citizens, or 
their conver/ation and manners, or may take in both 
thele. | 

In the fir/t ſenſe of the privileqoe of Citizens, we find 
mea a word of near affinity with this ſometimes 
us'd; with a great ſum (lays the Captain to Paul) 
obtained I Thu mMſeiay meuTlu, this freedom, Afts 
22. 28, According to this ſenſe, nuay 73 maimeua 
may very well be rendred, as Tertallian often does 
this Text, municipatns noſter, our Citizenſhip is i 
Hegvuen ; an alluſion perhaps (as the learned Dr. 
Hammond obſerves ) to thoſe who though they were 
not born at Rome, and it may be lived at a great di- 
ſtance from it, had yet jus civitatis Romane, the 
privilege of Roman Cirizens. In like manner the 
Apoſtle here deſcribes the condition of Chriſtians. 


*Tis true we are born here in this world and live in 
it, 
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it, but we belong to another Corporation ; we are 
denizens of anocher Country and free of that Ciry 
which is above. 

In the other ſenſe of the converſation of Citizens 
we find the verb ma/]&/3% uſed towards the beginning 
of this Epiſtle, Let your converſation be as it becom- 
eth the Goſpel of Chriſt, And why may not the 
word mAirwws in the Text, P/1l. 1. 27. without any 
inconvenience include both theſe ? as if the Apoſtle 
had ſaid, there are ſome that mind earthly things, 
and are ſo addited ro them that rather than part 
with them they will forſake their Religion 5 but as 
for us, we conſider that we. are Citizens of Heaven, 
and accordingly we converſe and demean our felves 
in this world as thoſe that are free of another City 
and do belong to it. ; 

So that ro have our converſation in heaven does im- 


ply cthele two things. 


Firſt, The ſerious thoughts and conſiderations of 


Heaven. 


Secondly, The effect which thoſe thoughts ought 
to have upon our lives. 


Theſe twothings take up the meaning of my Text, 
and ſhall be the {ubje& of che following diſcourſe. 


I. The ſerious thoughts and conſiderations of Hea- 
ven, that is, of the happy and glorious ſtate of good 
men in another life. And concerning this, there are 
two things principally which offer themſelves to our 
conſideration F1ir/f, The happineis of this ſtate. 
Secondly, The way and means whereby we may 
come to partake of this happineſs. 
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Firſt, We will conſider the happinefs of this ſtate. 
Bur what, and how great this happinels is, I am not 
able to repretent ro you, Thele things are yet in a 
great meature within the veil, and it does not now 
fully appear what we ſhall be, The Scriptures have re- 
veal'd to much in general concerning the reality and 
un{peakable fteliciries of this ſtare as may farisfie us 
ſor the prelent, and ſerve to inflame our delires after 
it, and to quicken our endeavours for the obraining 
of it ; as zamely, that it is tncomparably beyond any 
happineſs of this world ; that it is very great ; and 
that it is eternal; in a word, that it is far above any 
thing that we can now Concetve or imagine. 

1. Iris incomparably beyond any happineſs in this 
world. Ir is free from all thoſe ſharp and bitter in 

redients which doabate and allay the felicities of this )) 
life. All the enjoyments of this world are mix'd, 
and uncertain, and unfatisfying ; nay fo far are they 
from giving us fatisfaction, thar the very {weeteſt of 
them are. ſatiatinpg and cloying. 

None of the comforts of this life are pure and un- 
mixt. There is ſomething of vazity mingled with 
all our earthly enjoyments and that cauſeth vexation 
of ſpirit. There is no {enſual plealufe but is either 
purchas d by ſome pain, or attended with it, or ends 
in it. A great eſtate is neither to be got without care, 
nor kept without fear, nor loſt without trouble. 
Dignity and greatneſs 1s troubleſome almoſt to all 
mankind, ir is commonly uneaſie to them that have 
it and it 1s uſyally hated and eavy d by -tiofe that 
have it not. Knowledge, rhat is one of the beſt and 
iweetelt pleaſures of humane life ; and yet if we may 
\ belteve the experience of one, who had as great 2 
ſhare of it as any of the Sons of men ever had, he 
will tell us, that 77s alſo zs Texation of ſpirit 5 for 
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in much wiſdom there is much grief, and he that en- 
creaſeth knowledge, encreaſeth ſorrow, Eccl. 1. 17, 18, 

Thus it is with all the things of this world ; the 
beſt of them have a mixture of good and evil, of 
joy and ſorrow in them : but the happineſs of the 
next life is free from allay and mixture. Jn the de- 
{cription of the new Jeruſalem it is 1aid, that there 
ſhall be no more curſe, and there ſhall be no neht there, 
Rev. 22, 3, 5. nothing to imbitter our bleſſings, or 
obſcure our glory. Heaven is che proper region of 
happineſs, there onely are pure joys and an unmin- 
vled felicity. 

Bur the enjoyments of this world as they are mix'd, 
ſo they are uncertain. So wavering and inconſtant 
are they that we can have no ſecurity of them, when 
we think our ſelves to have the faſteit hold of them 
they {lip out of our hands we know not how. For 
this reaſon Solomon very elegantly calls them things 
that are not, Why wilt thou ſet thine cyes upon that 
which is not ? Jor riches certainly make to themſelves 
wings and flie like an Eagle towards heaven. So fugi- 
tive are they, that after all our endeavours to ſecure 
them they may break loole from us and in an inſtant 
vaniſh out of our ſight, riches make to themſelves wings, 
and flie ke an Eagle, intimating to us that riches are 
often acceſſary to their own ruin, Many times the 
greatneſs of a mans eſtate, and nothing elſe, hath 
been the caule of the lols of ic, and of taking away 
the life of the owner thereof, The fairneſs of ſome 
mens fortune hath been- a temptation ro thoſe who 
have been more powerful to rav;jh ir from them, thus 
riches make to themſelves wings. So that he that en- 
joys the greateſt happineſs of this world does till 
want one happineſs more, to ſecure to him for the 
future what he poſſeſſes for the preſent. But the 
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happineſs of Heaven is a ſteady and conſtant light, fixt 
and unchangeable as rhe fountain from whence it 
iprings, the father of lights, with whom #s no vari- 
ableneſs nor ſhadow of turning. 

And if the enjoymentsof his life were certain, yet 
they are unſatisfying. This is the vanity of Vanities, 
thar every thing in this world can trouble us but no- 
thing can give us fatisfation. I Know not how it is, 
but either we, or the things of this world, or both, 
are io phantaſtical, that we can neither be well with 
theſe things, nor well wichout them. If we be hun- 
gry, weare inpain; and if we eat ro the full, we are 
uneaſie. If we be poor we think our ſelves milera- 
ble, and when we come to be rich we commonly re- 
ally areſo. if weareina low condition we fret and 
murmur, andif we chance to get up and to be rais'd 
to greatneſs we are many times farther from-content- 
ment than we were before $o that we purſue the 
happinets of this world juft as little children chate 
birds, when we think we are come very near it and 
have it almoſt in our hands it flies farther from us 
than it was ar firſt. 

Nay, fo far are the enjoyments of this world from 
affording us -fatisfaction, that the ſweeteſt of them 
are moſt apr to fatiate and cloy us. Al] the pleaſures 
of this world are ſo contriv'd as to yteld us very little 
happineſs. If they go off quickly they fignifie no- 
thing, and if they ſlay long we are ſick of them : Aﬀf- 
ter a full draught of any ſenſual pleaſure we preſently 
loarh it, and hate it as much after the enjoyment as 
we courted it and long'd for it in the expeQation, 
But the delights of the other world, as they will give 
vs full ſatisfaction ſo we ſhall never be weary of 
them, Every repetition of them will be accompanied 
with a new pleaſure and contentment. In the felici- 
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ties of Heaven theſe rwo things ſhall be reco:cil'd, 
which never met together in any {eiu{val celighr, long 
and full enjoyment and yer a freſh, and perpetual 
pleaſure. As in Gods preſence there is ; ulneſs of joy, 
ſo at hrs right hand there ſhall be pleaſures for ever more. 

2, The happineſs of the ather life is not onely in- 
comparably beyond any happineſs of this wo 1d (that, 
it may be, 15 no great commendation of ir) but it 1s 
very great in ir {elf. "The happineſs of Heaven is 
uſually in Scripture deſcrib'd co us by ſuch pleaſures 
as are manly and excellent, chaſt and intellectual, in-, 
finitely more pure and refin d than thole of ſenſe; and 
if the Scripture ar any time deſcend to the metaphors 
of a feaſt, anda banguer, anda marriage, it is plain- 
ly by way of accomwogation to our weakneſs and 
condeſcentian to our capactttes. 

But the chief ingredients of this happineſs, ſo far 
as the Scripture hath thought fit to reveal it to us, 
are the perfection of our knowledge, and the height 
of our love, and the perperual ſociety and friendſhip 
of al] the bleſſed inhabitants of thoſe glorious manſi- 
ons; and the joyful concurrence of all theſe in chear- 
ful expreſſions of graticude, in the inceſſant prajſes 
and admiration of the fountain and author of all this 
happineſs. And what can be more delightful than to 
have our underſtandings entertain'd with a clear ſight 
of the beſt and moſt perfect Being, with che know- 
ledge of all his works and of the wile deſigns of his 
providence here in the world ? than to live in the re- 
viving preſence of God, and to be continually atten- 
ding upon him whole favour is life, and whole glory 
| is much more above that of any of the Princes of 
this world than the greateſt of them is above the poor- 
eſt worm ? "Ihe Queen of Sheba thought Solemons 
Servants happy in having the opportunicy by ſtanding 
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continually before him to hear his wiſdom ; but in 
the other world it ſhall be a happinets to Solo7707 him- 
ſelf, and ro the wileſt and greateſt perſons that ever 
were in this world, ro ftand before this great King to 
admire his wiſdom and to behold his glory. Not thar 
I imagine the happineſs of Heaven to conſiſt in a per- 
petual gazing upon God, and in an idle contempla- 
, tion of the glories of chat place. For as by that 
| bleſſed fight we ſhall be infinicely tranſported, ſo the 
Scripture tells us we ſhall be alſo: rransform'd inro 
the image of the divine perfections ; we ſhall ſee God 
and we ſhall be like him, and what greater happineſs 
can there be than to be like the happieſt and moſt per- 
fect Being in the world ? Beſides, who can tell what 
employment God may have for us in the next life ? 
We need not donbt bur that he who is happinels -it 
ſelf, and hath promis'd to make us happy, can ealily 
find out ſuch employments and delights for us in the 
other world as will be proper and fuirable ro that ſtare. 
But then beſides the improvement of our know - 
ledge there ſhall be the moſt delightful exerciſe of 
love. When we come tou heaven we ſhall enter into 
the ſociety of the bleſſed Angels and of rhe ſpirirs of 
uft men made pcrfert, that is. freed from all thoſe 
paſſions and infirmities which do now render the con. 
verfation., even of the beſt men, ſometimes trouble- 
ſome to one another, We ſhall then meet with all 
thoſe excellent Perſons, thoſe brave Minds, thoſe in- 
nocent and charitable Souls whom we have ſeen, and 
heard, and read of in this world. There we ſhall 
meer with many of our dear relations and intimate 
friends, and perhaps with many of our enemies, ro 
whom we ſhall then be perfectly reconcil d notwirh- 
ſtanding all the warm conteſts and peeviſh differences 
which we had with them in this world, 'even about 
matters 
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matters of Religion, For Heaven is a ſtate of perfect 
love and friendſhip, there will be nothing bur kind- 
neſs and good 'narure there, and all the prudent Arts 
of endearment and wife ways of rendring converſa- 
tion mutually pleaſant ro one another. And what 
greatcr happineſs can be 1magin'd than to converſe 
freely with 1o many excellent- perſons, wirhourt any 
thing of folly or diſguiſe, of jealoufie or dehgn upon 
one another 1 For then there will be none of thoſe 
vices and paſhons, of covetouſneſs and ambition, of 
envy and hatred, of wrath and peeviſhne!s, which 
do now to much -{poil the pleaſure and diſturb the 
quier of mankind. All quarrels and contentions, 
{(chiſms and diviſions will then be effectually hinder'd 
not by force but by love, not by compulſion but by 
that charity which never fails; and all thoſe contro- 
verſies in' Religion which are now {o hotly agitated 
will then be finally determin'd, not as we endeavour 
to end them now by Canons and DNecrees, bur by a 
perfect knowledge and convincing light. 

And when this bleſſed ſociety is met rogether and 
thus united by love, they ſhall all joyn in graticude 
ro their great Patrons and Benefactors, to him that ſits 
upon the ſhrone and to the lamb that was ſlain, to © od 
even our Father, and to wir Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who 
hath lov'd ts and waſh'd us from cur fins in his own blood. 
And they ſhall ſing everlaſting ſongs of praiſe to God 
far all his works of wonder, for the effects of that 
infinite goodneſs, and admirable wiſdom, and almigh- 
ty power, which are clearly ſeen in the creation and 
government of the world and of all the Creatures in 
it; particularly for his favours to mankind, for the 
benefit of their beings, for the comforc of their lives, 
and for all his mercifull providences towards them it 


this world : But above all for the redemprion of their 
; louls 
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ſouls by the death of his Son for the free forgiveneſs. 
of their ſins, for the gracious aſſiſtance of his holy 
Spirit, and for conducting them ſafely through all the 
{nares and dangers, the troubles and temptations of 
this world to the ſecure poſſeſſion of chat glory and 
happineſs which then they ſhall be partakers of, and 
are bound to praiſe God for to all eternity. T his, this 
ſhall be the employment of the blefled ſpirits above, 
and theſe are the chief ingredients of our happinets 
which the Spripture mentions. And if there were no 
other as there may be ten thouſand more for any thing 
I can tell, yet generous and vertuous minds will eaſily 
_ underſtand how great a pleaſure there is in the im- 
' provement of our knowledge, and theexercile of love, 
and in a grateful] and perpetual acknowledgement of 
the grearelt benefits that creatures are capable of re- 
ceiving. 

3- This happineſs ſhall be eternal. And though 
this be bur a circumſtance and do not enter into the 
nature of our happineſs, yer it is fo material a one 
that all the felicities which heaven affords would be 
imperfect wirhout it. It would ſtrangely damp aad 
allay all our joys to think that they ſhould ſometime 
have an end. And the greater our happineſs were, 
the greater trouble it would be to us to conſider that 
it muſt have a period. It would make a man forrow- 
full indeed to think of leaving ſuch vaſt poſſeſſions, 
Indeed if the happineſs of heaven were ſuch asthe joys 
of this world are, it were fit they ſhould be as ſhort; 
for after a little enjoyment it would cloy us, and we 
ſhould ſoon grow weary of it : But being ſo excellent,” 
it would ſcarce be a happineſs if ic were not eternal. 
It would imbitter the pleaſures of heaven, as great as 
they are, toſee to anend of them, though it were at 


never ſo great a diſtance ; to canſider that all this vaſt 
treaſure 
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treaſure of happineſs would one day be exhauſted, 
and that after ſo many years were patt we ſhould be 
as poor and miſerable again as we were once in this 
world. <©od hath ſo order'd things. that the vain and 
empty delights of this world ſhould be temporary and 
tranſient, but that the great and ſubſtantial pleaſures ' 
of the other world ſhould be as laſting as they are ex- 
cellent. For Heaven as it isan exceeding, 10 it is ar 
eternal weight of glory. And this is that which crowns 
the joys of heaven and baniſhes all fear and trouble 
from the minds of the bleſſed. And thusto be fecur & 
in the poſſeſſion of our happineſs is an unſpeakable ad- 
ditionro it. For that which is erernal as it ſhall never 
determine, ſo it can never be diminiſh'd; for to be 
diminiſh d and to decay is to draw nearer to an end, 
but that which ſhall never have an end can never come 
nearer to it. . 

O vaſt eternity / how doſt thou ſwallow up our 
thoughts and entertain us at once with delight and 
amazement? Thisis the very top and higheſt pitch of 
our happineſs, upon which we may ſtand ſecure and 
look down with ſcorn upon all things here below ; and 
how ſmall and inconfiderable do ty appear to us, 
compar'd with tne vaſi and endleſs enjoyments of our 
future ſtate? But oh vain and fooliſh ſouls ! that are 
ſo little concern'd for eternity ; that for the trifles of 
crime, and the pleaſures of ſin which are but for a ſeaſon, 
can find in our hearts to forfeit an everlaſting felicity. 
Bleſſed God ! why haſt thou prepar'd ſuch a happineſs 
for thoſe who neither conſider it, nor ſeek after it ? 
Why ſuch a price put into the hands of fools, who 
bave no heart to make uſe of it z who fondly chule ta 
_—_ their loſts rather than to ſave their fouls, and 

tiſhly prefer the temporary enjoyments of ſin befors 


2 bleſſed immorrality ? 


4. And 


44 Of a Heavenly Converſation. 

4. And laſtly, This happineſs is far above any 

thing that we can now concetve or imagine. Ir is fo 
great that is cannot now enter ito the heart of man. 
We cannot from the experience of any of thole plea- 
ſures'and delighrs which we have been acquainted 
withall in this world frame an equal 74ca and concep- 
tlon of i. So that. when we come to Heaven we ſhall 
be ready to ſay of ir as the Queen of Sheba did of 
Solomon's wiledom and protperity, that half of it bath 
#0t been told 145; that the felicities and glories of that 
ſtate do far exceed all the fame which we heard of 
them in this world. : For who can ſay how great a 
g00d God is? 'and how happy he who is the fountain 
of happineſs can make thoſe 1ouls that love him, and 
thoſe whom he loves ? 
- Inthis imperfect itate we are not capable of a full 
repreſentation of thoſe glories. We cannct now ſee 
God and live, A fulldeſcriprion of Heaven and of the 
pleaſures of that ſtate would let in joys upon us too 
big for our narrow capacities, and too ſtrong for weak 
mortality to bear. We are now but Children, and we 
ſpeak as Children, and underſtand and think as Children 
concerning theſe things ; but in the other ſtate we ſhall 
Srow up to be men, and then we ſhall put away theſe 
childiſh thoughts ; now we know but in part, but when 
that which is perfett is come, that which. 1s imperfect 
ſhall be done away ; now we ſee through a glaſs darkly 
( & aiviyuer, ina riddle) but then we ſhall ſee face to 
face; now we know in part, but then we ſhall know even 
as alſo we are known, as. the Apoſtle difcourtfeth ex- 
cellently concerning this very matter, 1 Cor. 13. 9, 
10, 11. 

No ſooner ſhall we enter upon the joys of the other 
world, bur our minds ſhall be rais'd toa firength and 


aivity as much above that of the moſt knowing pays 
| ons 
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ſons in the world as the thoughts of 'the greateſt Phi- | 
loſopher and wifeft man upon earth are above. the 
thoughts of a child or a fool. No man's mind is now 
| {o well fram'd to underſtand any thing in this world, as 

cur underſtandings ſhall then be fitted for the know- 
| ledge of God and cf the things thar belong ro thar ſtate. 

In the mean time let us bleſs God that he hath reveal'd 
{o much of this happineſs to us as 1s neceſlary-to ex- 
cite and encourage us to ſeek after: it. 


> 
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The Second thing to be conſider'd concerning our 
future happineſs, 1s the-way-and means whereby we 
may come to be made parrakers of -it. And. that in 
ſhort is by the conſtant and ſincere endeavours of a 
holy life, in and through the mercies of God in our - 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Chriſt indeed is the author of our 
ſalvation, but obedience is the condition of it ; 1o the 
Apoſtle tells us, that Chriſt ;s the author of eternal 
falvation.to them that obey him, Heb. 5. 1. It is the 
grace of God in the Goſpel which brings or offers this 
ſalvation 10 ws, .but then it is by the denying of ungodls- 
neſs and worldly luſts, and by l:wing ſoberly, and 
righteouſly, and godly in thi: preſent world that we are 
| to wait for the bleſſed hope, Tit, 2. 11,12. Our Savi- 
| our promiſes this happineſs to the pure in heart, Ble/- 
ſed are the pure in heart, for they ſhall ſee God ; and 
elſewhere the Scripture doth exclude all others from 
any ſhare or portion in this bleſſedneſs. ſo the. Apoſtle 
aſtures us that without hotine/s no man ſhall ſee the Lora, 
Heb. 18. 14. 
| And holinels is not onely a condition but a neceſfary 
| qualification for the happineſs of the next life. This 
| 15 the force of St. Fohy's reatoning, we ſhall be like him, 
for we ſhall ſee him. To ſee God is to be happy, but 
unleſs we be like him we canner ſee him, The light 
| anc 


& 


46 Of « Heavenly Converſation. 


and preſence of God himſelf would be no happineſs 
'to'that man who is nor like to God in the temper and 
diſpoſition of his mind. 'And from hence the Apoſtle 
infers in the next verſe, every man that hath this hope in 
him purifieth himſelf even as he ws pure. So that if we 
live wicked lives, if we allow our ſelves in the pra- 
Qtice of any known ſin, we interrupt our hopes of 
Heaven and render. our ſelves unfit for eteroal life. 
By this means we defeat all the deſigns of God's grace 
and mercy towards us, and ſalvation it ſelf cannot 
fave us if we make our ſelves incapable of that hap- _ 
pineſs which God offers. Heaven is in Scripture call'd 
an inheritance among them that are ſanttified, and the 
inheritance of the Saints in light ;, 1o that it is not e- 
nough that this inheritance is promis'd to us, bur we 
mult be qualifi'd and prepar'd for it, and be made meet 
to be made partakers of it. 

And this life is the time of our preparation for our 
future ſtate. Ours ſouls will continue for ever what 
' we make them in this world. Such a temper and diſ- 
- poſition of mindas a man carries with him out of this 

life he ſhall retain in the next. *Tis true indeed, hea- 

ven perfeCts thoſe holy and vertuous diſpoſitions which 

are begun here; but the other world alters no man as 
ro his main ſtate, he that #5 filrby wall be filthy ftill, and 

he that is tmrighteox: will be unrighteaus ill. 1f we do 

notin a good degree mortifie our luſtsand paſſions here 

death will not kill them for us, but we ſhall carry 

them with us into the other world, And if God 
ſhould admit us ſo qualifi'd into the place of happineſs, 

yer we ſhall bring that along with us which would 

infallibly hinder us from being happy. - Our ſenſual 

inclinations and deſires would meet with nothing rhere 
that would be ſuitable to them, and we ſhould be per- 
* petually rormemed with thoſe appetites which we 
F brought 
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brought with us out of this world, becauſe we ſhould 
find nothing there to gratifie them wirhall. For as the 
Apoſtle ſays in another ſenſe, The kingdom of God is 
not meats and drinks, but reghteonſneſs, and peace, and 
joy in the Holy Ghoſt, The happineſs of heaven con- 
ſiſts in ſuch rhings as a wicked man hath no: guſt and 
reliſh for. So that if a covetous, or ambitious, 'or 
voluptuous man were in Heaven, he would be juſt 
likethe rich man m Hell, tormented with a continual 
thirſt, and burnt up in the flames of his own ardent 
deſires, and would not be able, amidit all the plenty 
and treaſures of that place, ro find ſo much as'one 
drop of ſuitable pleaſure and delight ro quench and al- 
lay thar heat. So likewiſe our fierce and unruly paſ- 
ſions; if weſhould carry them with us into the ocher 
world, how inconfiſtent would they be with happi- 
neſs? They would not onely make us miſerable our 
{elves, but be a trouble to all thoſe' with whom we 
ſhould converſe. If a man of anenvious and malici- 
ous, of a peevilh and paſſionate temper, were admit- 
red mto the manſions of the blefſed, he would not 
onely be unhappy himſelf, but would diſturb the quiet 
of others, and raiſe ſtorms even in thoſe calm regions. 
Vain man ! that dreameſt of being happy without 
any diſpoſition or preparation for it. To be happy, 
1s to enjoy what wedeſire and to live with thoſe whom 
welove. Bur there is nothing in heaven ſuitable to 
the defires and appetites of a wicked man. «ll the 
joys of that place, and the delighis of that ftate are 
purely ſpiritual, and are onely to be reliſh*d by thoſe 
_ who have purified themſelves as God i pure. But if 
thou be carnal and ſenſual, what are theſe things to 
thee ? What happineſs would it be to thee to ſeeGod, 
and to have him always in thy view who was never 
m all thy thoughts; to be tied to live for ever in his 

company 
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company who 1s.of a quite contrary temper and dif- 
 polition to thy ſelf, whoſe preſence thou dreadeft, 
and whom whilſt thou waſt in this world chou couldſt 
-never endure. to think upon ? Sa that the pleaſures of 
Heaven '/it {elf. could {ignite no good or happineſs to 
that man who is nor 1o diſpos das to take pleaſure 
in them. , Heaven is too pure an air for corrupt ſouls 
.to live and; breath in, and the whole. employment 
[and converſation of that, place, - as it would be un- 
Auitable, fo would tt allo be unacceptable to a ſenſual 
and vicious perſon. , "BOW 
From all this it appears how neceſſary it is for us 
.to' prepare our {elves for this bleſſed ſtate, by the 
.conſtant aud {incere.endeavours of a-holy life, and by 
-mortifying every [uſt and inordinate. paſſion in our 
. fouls. - For till this: be done we are-not meet. to be 
-made parcakers of the felicittes of the other world. 
-And:thus 1 have done with -the: fir/# thing imply'd. 
'.4n._this phraſe of having our. conver ſation in heaven, 
viz. the ſerious thoughts and confiderations of hea- 
-ven; or the happineſs of chat ſtate, and of the way 
and means whereby that happinels isto be attained. \ 


12 Ih The having our. converſation in 'heaven does 
wiply likewiſe the effect which thoſe conſiderations 
: ought to have upon our hearts and lives? As, 
1. To convince us of the ivanity of this world. 
- God hath on purpoſe made- this world troubleſome 
and uneaſie to: us, - that there might be no ſufficient 
temptation to reaſonable and confiderate men to take 
them off from the care and thought of* their future 
happineſs; that God and heaven might have no, rival 
here below ;- that there might he nothing tn this 
world that might pretend to- our affection or court.us 
with any advantaye in compariſon of everlaſting like 
and glory. ns When 
od 
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' When we come to die and eternity ſhall preſent 
it ſelf to our ſerious and waking thoughts, then 
things will put on another face, and thoſe things 
which we valued ſo much in this life will then ap- 
pear to be nothing worth ; but thoſe things which 
we neglected, to be of infinite concernment to us, 
and worthy to have been the care and endeavour of 
our whole lives. And if we would conſider theſe 
things in time, while the oppefFtunities of life and 
healch are before us,' we might be convinc'd at 4 
cheaper rate, and come to be fatish'd of the vanity 
of this world before we deſpair d of the happineſs 
of the other. 3 

2, To make us very active and induſtrious to be 
as good, and to do as much good as we can in this 
life, that ſo we may be qualifi'd and diſpos d for the 
happineſs of the next. Men are uſually very indu- 
ſtrious for the things of this life, to be rich and great 
in the world ; did we but value heaven half as much 
as it deſerves we ſhould take infinitely more pains for 
that. So often as we conlider the glories that are 
above, how does 'it accuſe our ſloth and condemn our 
folly that we are leſs concerned for our fouls than 
moſt men are for their bodies, that we will not la- 
bour half ſo much for an eternal inheritance as men 
ordinarily do for theſe corruptible things ? 

Let us remember that we are haiting apace to ano- 
ther world, and that our eternal happineſs now lies 
at the ſtake. And how ſhould ir quicken our endea- 
vours to have ſuch a reward ſet before us, to have 
Crowns and Scepters in our eyes? would we but 
often repreſent ro our minds the glorious things of 
another world, what fervours ſhould we feel in our 
hearts ? we ſhould be all life, and ſpirit, and wing z 
. and ſhould do Gods will, almoſt with the fame rea- 


dineſs and delight, as the Angels do who continually 
= behold 
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behold the face of their Father, The conſideration 


of heaven aud the firm per{waſion of our future hap- 
pineſs ſhould aCtuate all the powers of our ſouls, and 


be continually infpiring us with new vigour in the 


ways of holinels and vertue. How ſhould this 
thought ſwell our reſolutions and confirin our pyr- 
poles of obedience, that if we 'have our fruit unto 
holineſs our end will be everlaſting life. 

3. To mitigate and lighten the evils and afflictions 
of this life, It is no great matter how ropgh the 
way be provided we be ſure that it leads ro happinels. 
The incomparably greater good of the next life will 
to a Wile and conſiderate man weigh dawn all the 


evils of this. And the Scripture tells us that there is. 


no compariton berween them. The ſufferings of this 
preſent time are not worthy to be compared with the 
glory which ſhall be revealed in us, Rom. $. 13. The 
evils of this life afii&t men more or leſs according as 
the foul 1s fortified with conſiderations proper to 
ſupport us under them. When we conſider that we 
have but a little while to be here, that we are upon 
our journey travelling towards our heavenly Coun- 
trey where we ſhall meet with all the delights we 
can deſire, it ought not ro trouble us much to endure 
ſtorms and foul ways, and to want many of thoſe 
accommodations we might expect at home. I his is 
the common fate of: T ravellers, and we muſt take 
things as we find them and not look to have every 
thing juſt to our mind. Theſe difficulties and in- 
conveniences will ſhortly be over, and after a few 
days will be quite forgotten, and be to us as if they 
had never been. And when we are ſafely landed in 
our own Country, wich what pleaſure ſhall we look 
back upon thoſe rough and boiſterous Seas which we 
have elcap'd ? The more troubles we have paſt 
through the kinder uſage we ſhall find when we come 

tO 
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to our Fathers houſe. So the Apoſtle tells us, that 
our light affliction which is but fo- a moment worketh 
for us a far more exceealrg and eternal weight of glory. 
When we come to heaven our happineſs ſhall then be 
as real as our mileries were here upon earth, and far 
greater and more laſting, And what grear matter is 
ir though we'ſuffer a while in this world, provided 
we elcape the endlets unſufferable torments of the 
next ; though we have not our good things in this 
life, if infinitely greater be referv d for us and, we 
ſhall receive them with intereſt in the other ? 

Several of the evils and calamities of this life 
would be unſufferable indeed, if there were nothing 
better to be hoped for hereafter. If this were true, 
Chriſtians would not onely be of all mer bur of all 
creatures the moſt miſerable. But our Religion hath 
abundantly affur*d us ro the contrary. And the afſu- 
rance of this was that which/ made the primitive 
Chriſttans tro embrace ſufferings wich ſo much cheer- 
fulneſs, ro glory in tribalarion, and to take joyfully the 
ſpoiling of their goods, knowing that in heaven they 
pad a better and more enduring ſubſtance. The ſeven 
brethren in the Hiſtory of the Afarcabees upon this 
perſwaſion would zo accept deliverance that they 
might obtain a better reſurrection. That ſtorm of 
ſtones which was pour'd upon St. Srephen was no 
more to him thana common ſhower when he ſawthe 
heavens open*d, and Jeſus (in whoſe'cauſe he ſuffered) 
ſtanding on the right hand of God. | 

4+ to make us ſincere 1n all our profeſſions, words 
and aQions, did men firmly believe the rewards of 
another world their Religion would not be onely in 
ſhew and pretence, but in life and reality, no man 
would put on' a form of godlineſs that were deſtitute 
of the power of it 5 we ſhould do: nothing for the 
opinion of others, bur all with' regard to: God and 

D 2 our 
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our own Conſciences .; and be as curious of oup 
rhoughts, and moſt retir'd actions, as if we were in 
2n open theatre and in the preſence of the greateſt 
aſſembly. For in the next life men ſhall] nor be re- 
warded for whar they ſeem'd to be, but for what 
- they really were in this world. T herefore whatever 
we think, or ſpeak, or do, we ſhould alwavs remem- : 
ber that the day of revelation is coming, when the 
lecrets of all hearts ſhall be diiclos d, when all dit- 
Suites ſhall be laid afide, and every ones mask ſhall 
be taken off, and all our actions and deſigns ſhall be 
brought upon the publick ſtage and expos'd to the 
view of men aud Angels. There is nothing now h1a- 
den which ſhall not then be reveal 'd, nor ſecret which 
fjball not be maae known. 

5- To arm us againſt the fears of death. Death 
is terrible to nature, and the terrour of it is infinite- 
ly encreas'd by the fearful apprehenſions of what may 
follow it. Bur the comfo:table hopes of a blefled 
immortality do ſtrangely relieve the fainting ſpirirs of 
dying men, and are able to reconcile us ro death, and 
In agrear meaſure to take away the terror of ir. [1 
know that the thoughts of death are difmal even to 
good men, and we have never more need of comfort 
and encouragement than when we are conflicting with 
this laſt Enemy, and there is no ſuch comfortable con- 
ſideration to a dying man as the hopes of a happy 
eternicy. He that looks upon death onely as a paſſage 
to glory, may welcome the meſſengers of 1t as bring- 
ing him che beſt and moſt joyful news that eyer came 
to him in his whole life, and no man can ſtay behind 
in this world with half the comfort that this man 
leaves Ir. | 

And now] havedone with the two things implyed 
in this phraſe, of having our converſation in heaven, 
252, the ſerious thoughts and conſiderations of heaven, 
4-1 ; an 
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and the effect of theſe thoughts and conſiderations up- 
on our hearts and Jives: | | 

| crave your patience but alirtle longer, till I make 
ſome reflection upon what hath been deliver'd concer- 
ning the happineſs of good men after this life, I have 
told you that ir is incomparably beyond any happinels- 
of this world, that it is great in 1t ſelf, and eternal in 
its duration, and far above any thing that we can now 
conceive or imagins. And now after all this, I am 
very ſenſible how much all that I have faid comes ſhorr 
of the greatneſs and dignity of the thing So that I 
could almoſt begin again and make a new attempr up- 
on this ſubject. And indeed who would not be loth ro 
be raken off from fo delightfull an argument ? Me- 
thinks 'tis good for us to be here, and to let our minds 
dweil upon theſe conſiderations. We are unworthy 
of heaven and unfit to partake of ſo grear a glory, if 
we cannot take pleaſure in the contemplation of thoſe 
things now the poſſeſſion whereof ſhail be our happt- 
nels for ever. 

With what joy then ſhould we think of thoſe great 
and glorious things which God hath prepar d for them 
that lou- him, of that inheritance incorrupt:ble, unde- 
fild, which fadeth not away, reſerv'd for us in the hea- 
venus! How ſhould we welcome the thoughts of that 
happy hour when we ſhall make our eſcape out of - 
theſe priſons, when we ſhall paſs out of ch# howling 
milaerneſs into the promss'd Land, when we ſhall be 
remov'd from all the troubles and remprations of a 
wicked and il]-natured world ; when we ſhall be paſt 
all ſtorms, and ſecurd. from all further danger of 
ſhipwreck, and ſhall be ſafely landed in the regions of 
bliſs and immortality ? 

O blefled time ! When allrears ſhall be wiped from our 
eyes, and death and ſorrow ſhall be zo more ; When 
mortality ſhall be ſwallowed up of life, and we ſhall 

| Enter 
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enter upon the poſſeſſion of all that happinefs and glo- 
ry which God hath promis'd , and our faith hath be- 
liev'd, and our hopes have rais'd us to the expectarion 
of; when we ſhall be eas'd of all our pains, and re- 
lolv'd of all our doubts, and be purg'd from all our 
ſins,and be free'd from all our fears, and be happy be- 
yond ail our hopes, and have all the happineſs tecur'd 
to us beyond the power of time and change : When 
we ſhall know God and other things without ſtudy, 
and love him and'one another without meaſure, and 
ſerve and praiſe him without wearineſs, and obey his 
will without the leaſt reluQancy ; and ſhall ſtill be 
more and more delighted in the knowing, and loving, 
and praiſing, and obeying of God toall eternity. 
How ſhould theſe thoughts affect our hearts, and 
what a mighty influence ought they to have upon our 
lives? The great diſadvantage of the arguments 
fetch'd from another world is tlfis, that thote things 
are at a great diſtance from us, and nor ſenſible to us ; 
and therefore are not apt to affect us fo ſtrongly, and 
to work ſo powerfully. upon us. Now to make a- 
mends for this diſadvantage we ſhould often revwe 
theſe conſiderations upon our mind, and inculcate up- 
on our ſelves the reality and certainty of theſe things 
rogether with the infinite weight and importance of 
them. We ſhould-reaſon thus with our ſelves; If 
good men ſhall be fo unſpeakably happy, and conſe- 
ently wicked men ſo extreamly miſerable in another 
world : If theſe things be' true and will one day be 
found to be ſo, why ſhould they not be to me. as if 
they were already preſent ? why ſhould not 1 be as 
much afraid to commirany fin as if Hell were naked 
before me, and I ſaw the aſtoniſhing miſeries of the 
damned? and why ſhould | not. beas careful. ro ſerve 
God and keep his commandments, asif Heaven were 
open to my view, and I ſaw Jeſs ſtanding at the 
| | Trignt 
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right hand of God with crowns of glory in his hand 
ready to be ſet ppon the heads of -all thole who 
continue fairhfull ro him? 
The lively apprehenſions of the nearneſs of death 

and eternity are apt ro make mens thoughts more 

vick and piercing,. and according as we think oyr 
{elves prepar'd for our future ſtate to tranſport us with - 
joy, or to amaze us wich horrour. For the ſoul that 
is fully facisfi'd of his future bliſs 1s already entrediin- 
to heaven, has begun to take poſſeſſion of glory, and 
has (as it were) his bleſſed Saviour in his arms, and 
may ſay with old' Simeon, Lord now lerteft thou th 
ſervant depart in peace, for mine eyes have ſeen thy ſat. 
vation. Kut the thoughts of death muſt needs be very 
terrible to that man who is doubtfull or deſpairing of 
his future condition. It would daunt the ſftouteſt man 
that ever breathed, to look upon death when he can 
ſee nothing but hell beyond ic. When the Apparitiog 
at Endor told Saul, to morrow thou and thy Sons ſhall 
be with me, theſe words ſtruck him to the heart, ſo 
that he fell down to the ground, and there was no more 
ſtrength left in him. It is as Certain that we ſhall die 
as if an expreſs meſſenger ſhould come to every one 
of us from the other world and tell us ſo. Why 
ſhould we not then always live as thoſe that muſt die, 
and as thoſe that hope to be happy after death? To 
have theſe apprehenſions vigorous and lively upon our 
minds this is 70 have oxr converſation in heaven, from 
whence alſo we look for a Saviour, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
who ſhall change our vile body that it may be faſhioned 
bike unto his glorious body, according to the working of 
that mighty power whereby he 1s able even to ſubdue all 
things to bimfelf. 
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